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%] : How much is the shirt?

A. £19.15. B. £9.18. C. £9.15.
B C,

( )1. What does the girl like in the history area?
A. The friendly people. B. The quiet environment.

C. The comfortable chairs.

( )2. What is the woman’s main concern in buying tickets?
A. The date. B. The performer. C. The seat.
( )3. How much does each battery cost?
A. $2.5. B. $5. C. $10.
( )4. Where does the conversation probably take place?
A. In a hotel. B. In a hospital. C. In a classroom.
( )5. What was the weather like in the mountains yesterday?
A. Sunny. B. Snowy. C. Windy.

BT OGE 15 N E AN 1.5 2 2 22.5 49
Wy R I 5 B sl . A B Bl S A LA N, A
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( )6. Why is Linda so excited?
A. A newspaper e-mailed her. B. She got a free tour of China.
C. Her article will be published.
( )7. What would Linda rather do?
A. Receive a cash bonus. B. Visit Beijing with family.
C. Work for the newspaper.
Wreh 7 Betd g, 2% 5 8 2 10 .,
( )8. Which sport did the woman choose last term?
A. Badminton. B. Table tennis. C. Basketball.

)9.
A.
B.
C.

)10.
A.
C.

What did the man do last summer vacation?
He played Ping-Pong very often.
He watched a Ping-Pong match live.
He learned Ping-Pong skills online.
What will the speakers do next?
Take a class.

Work out.

B. Visit a professor.

Wref 8 BeAt kL, 245 11 & 13 /3,

(

(

)11,
A.
)12.

. Mechanical engineering.

What was the man’s opinion on his job in China?
C. Easy.
What did the woman initially plan to study?

Rewarding. B. Boring.

B. Business administration.

. Hotel management.

What did the woman realize through her gap year experience?

. It was challenging to work abroad.
. The planned major wasn’t suitable for her.

. She desired to set up her own business.

Wr e 9 Bt Bl &SR 14 2 17 78,

(

(

(

)14.

)16.

)17.
A.
C

W2 10

(

)18.

. Editing videos.

. Cautious.

. Ocean biologist.

. Solve ocean pollution.

. Career development.

What are the speakers doing?

B. Practising making up.

. Having an interview.

What does Jennifer do as an influencer?

. She promotes products for companies.
. She tells jokes the audience like.

. She rates online platforms.

How is Jennifer like in her videos?
B. Forgiving. C. Humorous.
What problem is Jennifer facing?

Marriage crisis. B. Family objection.

Privacy loss.

BeMBE, 2255 18 2 20 5,

What does Emily Chen do?

B. Environmental scientist.

. University professor.

What is her main goal?

B. Learn more languages.

. Teach environmental studies.

. What is the speaker mainly talking about?

B. Personal introduction.

. Environmental protection.
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A
A clean, green energy future

Nowadays, many countries are making the important change
from fossil fuels to clean, green and renewable sources of energy.
Fossil fuels produce emissions, but renewable energy sources cause
limited damage to the environment.

Here are the main types of renewable energy, with facts and
examples from around the world.

Solar

Solar panels turn heat from the sun’s rays into electricity, and
solar heaters use that energy to heat water directly. Germany has
the highest solar capacity in the world, but China is the world’s
largest market and the largest producer of solar technology.

Hydropower

The power of water turns turbines which produce electricity.
Since ancient times, watermills have been used a lot. Most of the
renewable energy in China comes from hydropower plants, such as
the Three Gorges Dam, the world’s largest power station.

Geothermal

This has been a natural source of energy for thousands of years.
Today, heat from below the earth’s surface heats water into steam
that turns turbines to generate electricity. The USA has the largest
capacity, with over 80% generated in California. The Yangbajing
Power Plant is the largest geothermal plant in China.

Wind

Tall turbines are turned by the wind to produce electricity.
Wind “farms” are built on land, or offshore, to take advantage of
more frequent and powerful winds at sea. The world’s largest wind
farm is the London Array. It has 175 wind turbines and is 20 km off
the coast of England. Researchers think China could meet all her
electricity demands from wind by 2030. Wind farms in provinces

such as Gansu have an endless wind supply.

( )21. Which country is the top in solar capacity worldwide according
to the passage?
A. China. B. Germany.
C. The USA. D. England.
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( )22. What is special about China’s hydropower?
A. It uses ancient watermills.
B. It has the world’s largest plant.
C. It relies on offshore turbines.
D. It meets all electricity needs.
(. )23. Which type of energy in China will play the greatest role in
the future according to the passage?
A. Solar.
C. Wind.

B. Hydropower.

D. Geothermal.
B

When Strauss’ first wife passed away, it was a shock for him
and their then 10-year-old daughter, Molly. Seeing her facing a
challenge she really wasn’t prepared for, Strauss naturally turned to
what he knows best: storytelling.

“I had the idea that perhaps stories of great heroes and the way
they met challenges and hardships in their lives could be inspirational to
her,” Strauss says. The principal at his daughter’s elementary
school had lost her own mother when she was nine and developed a
close bond with Molly. Her school hosted the first plays. and the
principal advised him to design the plays to fit in with the
standard school curriculum, so that teachers could achieve
their education goals along with Strauss’ objectives.

Strauss calls his collection of plays the Spirit Series, “because
it’s a celebration of the human spirit and because our job is to spirit
students over a threshold ([ J#f) in a transformative way”. Unlike
regular theatre plays., the Spirit Series plays leave room for the
children to plug in their own dialogue, put themselves in the historical
figures’ shoes and write essays about big questions posed by the
historical figures in the plays, for instance: What do you want out of
life when you grow up? Does popularity feed the soul?

The Spirit Series has been hosted by more than 100 schools
and 60,000 students in California. The results students and teachers
report are striking: more than a quarter of students improve academically
and in social and emotional skills. More than 90 percent of students
report improved teamwork after participating, and nearly 82 percent
of participating teachers say that the series enhances focus.

Today, the Spirit Series has expanded into Spirit Corps, which
provides video-assisted storytelling that Strauss is rolling out more
widely this year, and Spirit Works., a coaching programme for teachers.

“Because you can’t expect students to go where you can’t lead them,”
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Strauss says. “Transformative outcomes in classrooms begin with

self-transformation.”

( )24. Why did Strauss create the Spirit Series?

A. To express the love to his lost wife.

B. To help his daughter tackle the sorrow.

C. To offer standard curriculums to schools.

D. To promote traditional theatre education.

(. )25. What makes the Spirit Series plays special?

A. They record major historic events.

B. They are a collection of students’ essays.

C. They are written by a less-known writer.

D. They allow children to add their own creation.

( )26. What does Paragraph 4 mainly talk about concerning the

Spirit Series?

A. Its positive impacts. B. Its high profitability.

C. Its potential problems. D. Its great complexity.

(. )27. What message does the underlined sentence in the last
paragraph convey?

A. Teachers should improve their teaching aims.

B. Teachers should be a model for the students.

C. Teachers should coach their students.

D. Teachers should reform their teaching.

C

In recent years, eatable water balls have emerged as a creative
way to reduce plastic waste. These small, transparent balls, often
referred to as “water pods”, hold drinking water inside a biodegradable
cover made from natural materials like seaweed. Unlike plastic
bottles that take centuries to break down, these eatable containers
can melt in the mouth quickly or be turned into natural fertilizer,
offering a promising alternative to addressing pollution.

The science behind eatable water balls relies on a process called
spherification ( Bk 4k £ K ), which was first applied in cooking
experiments to shape liquids into round forms using special chemicals.
While this method has been popularized in high-end restaurants for
creating visually appealing dishes. scientists have adapted it for mass
production to tackle global sustainability challenges. Each pod,
typically holding 50-—100 millilitres of water, is produced strong
enough to be carried without breaking, making it convenient for
people at sports events, festivals, or daily travel.

One of the most significant advantages of eatable water balls lies

in their potential to dramatically cut down single-use plastic consumption.
A study conducted by environmental researchers estimated that
replacing just 10% of plastic bottles with eatable alternatives could
remove over 5 billion plastic units annually, thus reducing ocean
pollution and protecting marine ecosystems. Furthermore, the
production process requires fewer fossil fuels compared to plastic
manufacturing, contributing to lower carbon emissions and matching
international climate goals outlined in agreements like the Paris Accord.

Despite their benefits, eatable water pods face challenges in
widespread adoption. Critics say their production cost is high
because the cover must be both strong and quick to break down
naturally, making them less affordable for low-income populations.
Plus, people may worry about cleanliness and feel uncomfortable
with the idea of eating packaging, which requires education to shift
consumer behaviour.

In conclusion., eatable water balls represent a combination of
innovation and sustainability, offering a real step towards a plastic-
free future: as technology advances and social awareness grows.,
this novel solution may soon become a mainstream choice, reshaping
how humanity interacts with one of its most vital resources differently—
water.

( )28. What can be learned about water pods from Paragraph 17

A. The containers are easy to break down.

B. The containers are made from recycled plastic.

C. They were first used to fight pollution.

D. They can replace natural fertilizer.

( )29. Why are water pods eco-friendly according to the passage?

A. They can be recycled into plastic materials easily.

=

They are recommended by the Paris Accord.

o

They enhance water flavour and safety.
D. They are produced with less energy.
( )30. What makes it tough to employ water pods widely?

A. Being inconvenient to carry and terrible flavour.

B. Costliness and denial of consumers.
C. The shortage of raw materials to make them.
D. The doubt of their safety.

( )31. What can be learned from the last paragraph?
Social consciousness will affect the promotion of water pods.
The design of water pods conflicts with human needs.

Water pods are suitable for mainstream markets.

oS 0w

Water pods will change the feature of water.
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Symbolic interactionism is a sociological perspective that examines
how individuals use symbols to communicate and create social reality.
Founded by sociologists like George Herbert Mead and Charles Horton
Cooley, the theory focuses on micro-level interactions between
individuals, emphasizing the importance of symbols in these exchanges.
Unlike other sociological perspectives that focus on larger structures,
symbolic interactionism looks at how individual actions shape social
structures through meaning-making processes.

It suggests that individuals act based on the meanings they
attach to objects, people, and situations. These meanings, in turn,
are constructed and improved through social interactions. Symbols,
such as language, gestures, and objects, are central to this process.,
as they provide the medium through which individuals understand
and interpret the social world.

A symbol, in the context of symbolic interactionism, is anything
that carries meaning beyond its literal form. It could be a word,
gesture, object, or even a social role. Symbols are not naturally
meaningful; rather., their meanings are socially constructed and
learned through interaction. For example, a handshake is not just a
physical act but a symbol of greeting, agreement, or friendship in
many cultures. Compared with saying hello, shaking hands has more
unexpected effects.

Symbols are essential for human communication and interaction.
They allow individuals to convey complex ideas, emotions, and
intentions in a way that is understood by others. Language, for
instance, is a system of symbols that allows people to communicate
abstract concepts like love, justice, and freedom. Without symbols,
human interaction would be limited to immediate, visible experiences.

One of the most important ways symbols function in social
interaction is through the construction of identity. Individuals employ
symbols to express who they are and how they relate to the world
around them. The clothes one wears are symbols, which signal one’s
profession, social status, or even personal beliefs and preferences.
For example, a doctor’s white coat symbolizes medical authority,
while a business suit might symbolize professionalism.

So have you got the magic of symbols?

( )32. What's the function of Paragraph 17

A. To explain how to relate to others.

B. To define symbolic interactionism.

C. To tell how symbolic interactionism formed.

D

To compare varied sociological perspectives.

( )33. What does the author imply about symbols?
A. They indicate how humans feel.
B. Their meanings remain the same.
C. Their forms are coined by humans.
D. They strengthen what words convey.
( )34. What would happen without symbols?
A. Costs of comprehension would rise.

B. Social justice would no longer exist.

o

Human interaction would be ceased.

<

People would become caged birds.
( )35. Which conduct can reveal the identity of symbols’ users?
A rich employer lights a cigarette.

Policemen gesture to direct traffic.

o= »

Students paint on school uniforms.

D. A doctor raises money for patients.
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In a conversation, it's often not just what we say but what we're
asked that makes the difference. The right question can unlock thoughts
and feelings we didn’t even know we wanted to share.

Imagine you're at a party making small talk. Instead of the
usual “How’s work?”, someone asks, “What's been inspiring you
lately?” 36.

book that changed your views or a recent experience that moved

You find yourself sharing thoughts about a

you. The interaction transforms from a polite little chat to genuine
engagement. 37. In professional settings, thoughtful
questions can lead to better problem-solving and stronger teams.
During brainstorming., rather than asking “Any ideas?”, try “What
would we do if resources were unlimited?”. Thoughtful questions
like these spark creativity and innovation.

What makes a question “good”? The best questions come from
pure curiosity and a desire to understand, not to confirm existing
beliefs or direct conversations towards predetermined conclusions.

38. Before asking something. consider what you
really want to learn about the person or topic. It's the difference
between asking “How’s the new job?” out of politeness and “What’s
been most surprising about your new role?” from real interest.

Open-ended questions invite richer responses. Instead of “Did
you enjoy your vacation?”, ask “What moment from your trip will
you remember most vividly?”. 39.

Context matters too. Questions appropriate for close friends might

be too personal for new acquaintances. Being mindful of relationships

and situations helps create comfortable and meaningful exchanges.
The art of asking questions and establishing deeper connections

is an ongoing journey. 40. Each one is an invitation to

understand someone better, to see the world through their eyes, and

to create moments of close human connection. Your next question

might unlock an in-depth conversation, a new understanding, or

even a life-changing relationship.

Suddenly, the conversation shifts.

You might not know how to respond.

This power extends beyond social situations.

Creating powerful questions starts with genuine curiosity.

A good question makes the other person feel positive and uplifted.

TEoowE

This way, you're encouraging specific experiences and emotions

sharing.

G. As you move forward, challenge yourself to ask more meaningful
questions.
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As humans, our longing for recognition can sometimes lead us
off course.

My name is Vimukthi and at 15 years old, I shone academically,
but longed for 41 in school circles. One day. during an IT class.,
our teacher 42 some computer parts had been missing.
Everyone wondered how it could happen in a 43 lab. “It’s
possible to open that lock with another key.” I said, trying to get
my classmates’ 44 . Instantly, eyes turned to me. It was a
moment of 45 I had never experienced. In my eagerness to

46  their interest, I showed them how to open the lock, enjoying
the 47 . Littledid I 48
The following day. I was called to the headmaster’s office and

told that I was 49

that moment would cause trouble.

of stealing the missing parts. Though the

headmaster didn’t mean to stress me out, his questions still 50

me to the edge of tears. In an attempt to end it. I falsely admitted.
hoping to escape the 51  pressure. Then my father was called
in. Before meeting the headmaster, he asked me if I understood the
~ 52 of my actions. Tearfully. I told him I just wanted attention.

In the headmaster’s office, my father listened 53  and said, “I

have full confidence in my son and we are willing to clear up the

situation.”
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My father’'s 54

I learned true recognition cannot be forced. I would never 55

in me brought a mix of relief and shame and

honesty for it.

( O)M4. A. respect B. popularity
C. truth D. friendship

( )42. A. explained B. assumed
C. mentioned D. concluded

( )43. A. locked B. digital
C. modern D. private

( )44. A. sympathy B. response
C. support D. attention

( )45. A. peace B. shock
C. worry D. delight

( )46. A. share B. maintain
C. block D. reach

( )47. A. spotlight B. benefit
C. freedom D. comfort

( )48. A. hear B. change
C. realize D. doubt

( )49. A. tired B. suspected
C. informed D. reminded

( )50. A. eased B. moved
C. lifted D. pushed

( )51. A. controlled B. remaining
C. mounting D. desired

( )b52. A. weight B. progress
C. value D. cause

( )53. A. curiously B. attentively
C. critically D. anxiously

( )54. A. hope B. interest
C. trust D. pride

( )55. A. fight for B. show off
C. stick to D. give up

57
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As is universally acknowledged, the Chinese language boasts
56. long-established and far-reaching history. What makes

Chinese language particularly 57. (fascinate) is its

written form. Chinese characters are the only pictorial written form
in modern times, many of 58. have stories behind them.

Not only are Chinese characters rich 59. symbolism but
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also they are amazingly beautiful when 60. (pen) with a
brush in the traditional way. Known as Hanzi, Chinese characters
are the oldest continuously used writing system. 61. (date)
back to as far as the Shang Dynasty, when they were inscribed (%)
on oracle bones, Chinese characters strongly witness their time-
honoured history.

Chinese characters 62. (use) through a

unified system throughout China’s history. One advantage of using
the system is that people who speak different dialects can understand

each other’s writing and thus the mutual 63.

(communicate) can go on smoothly. Different as pronunciation marks
are, Chinese characters used previously and presently still are being
used in other languages such as Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese,
indicating they have been working 64. (influential) .
With China playing an increasingly important role in the world,
Chinese characters are being globally learned due to the fact 65.
the international community has realized how important it is to speak
Chinese language fluently and write Chinese characters beautifully.
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Dear Mr Green,

I am writing to share my ideas on the logo design for our

English literature reading room.

Yours sincerely,
Li Hua
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In a quiet mountain village between snowy peaks, 16-year-old
Mia found a young snow leopard cub (&5 %94/ i) caught in an old
metal trap during her afternoon walk. The cub’s leg was badly hurt,
and its golden eyes shone with fear under the pale winter sun.

Though her father had repeatedly warned her about the dangers
of wild animals, Mia couldn’t bear to leave the suffering creature.
Carefully, she used her woolen scarf to open the trap, freeing the
cub. She named it Amber and placed dried meat from her lunch bag
nearby, hoping to give it strength. To her amazement, Amber returned
the next morning. limping (/%) but alive, its eyes now filled with
cautious curiosity.

Over the following weeks, Amber began appearing during Mia's
daily walks in the pine forests. At first, the cub kept a safe distance.
Slowly, trust grew between them. Mia shared her sandwiches, while
Amber guided her to secret paths leading to clear streams and sheltered
caves. Their bond deepened—Amber would rub its head against Mia’s leg
like a pet cat, and Mia learned to recognize the cub’s different calls.

However, everything changed one evening at sunset. Mia's father
discovered Amber near their sheep fences. “That wild beast will kill

|”

our sheep!” he shouted angrily, grabbing a thick wooden stick. Mia
screamed, “It's my friend! Please don’t hurt it!” Sensing danger,
Amber ran into the shadowy forest, leaving Mia standing frozen with
tears.

Heartbroken, Mia searched the mountains tirelessly. Every morning
before school, she left meat near their favourite meeting spot—a flat
rock beneath a giant pine tree. Every afternoon, she wandered through
icy valleys calling Amber’s name. Weeks passed, but the cub never
reappeared. The mountains felt emptier, their silence broken only
by the lonely wind. Mia’s doubts grew heavier—Had her kindness driven
Amber into greater danger? Was it possible for humans and wild
animals to truly trust each other? Snow began to fall again, covering
the paths. The wilderness offered no answers, only the rushing wind.
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Paragraph 1.

One stormy night , Mia heard a weak cry coming from the
edge of the forest.

Paragraph 2.
When spring arrived . a familiar shadow appeared under
the giant pine tree.




